
TREE OF THE  MONTH: October 
     Jackal-berry      

Diospyros mespiliformis: Jackal-berry, African ebony (eng.), Jakkalsbessie (afr.), 
         motlouma (North-Sotho),  Mgula (Tsonga). 

Value and Uses: One of the savannah giants that can live 
for more than 200 years.  
 
Leaves are eaten by elephant, giraffe, black rhino, buffalo, 
eland and kudu. Fruit eaten by kudu, klipspringer, warthog, 
nyala, impala, jackal, baboons, monkeys, rock dassies, green 
pigeons, brown-headed parrots, hornbills, turaco’s, bulbuls 
and the emperor butterfly. Fruit is edible with a soft and sweet 
flesh which can remain on the tree for a very long time. 
 
Termites often build their nests around the tree and feed on 
the roots. The tree benefits from moisture and aeration as a 
result of termites burrowing in the soil under the tree.  
 
Ebony wood is world renowned for its dense fine-grain quality 
and rich dark colour. It is prized for use in musical instruments, 
such as pianos and violins, and is considered superior for 
woodcarving. The tropical species — including Africa’s most 
common, the jackal-berry produce the finest ebony wood and 
a fruit akin to the persimmon. 
 
This heartwood is very hard, heavy and strong – and is re-
sistant to the termites it’s surrounded by. For this reason, eb-
ony is also prized for use in floors and high quality furniture. 
The tree is used to carve out canoes, but a more important 
use is medicinal. The leaves, bark and roots contain tannin 
that acts as coagulant to help stop bleeding. It is also purport-
ed to have antibiotic properties and is used to treat parasites, 
dysentery, fever and even leprosy.  

Flowering:  From October to November 

Fruiting:     From April to September 

Description: A semi-deciduous to evergreen tree up to 25 m 
tall with a dense rounded to spreading crown and a tall bare 
stem. 
Jackal-berry flowers are small and inconspicuous. The fra-
grant, white to pale cream hairy flowers are separate genders, 
growing on different trees. The females grow individually on a 
hairy stalk while the males grow in clusters. The fruit only 

grows on female trees. 

Habitat: Favours heavy 
soils on river banks but also 
occurs in open woodland. 
Commonly found on termite 
mounds. 

The tree is widely distribut-

ed , from Ethiopia to the 

south of Swaziland. It grows 

well in areas with adequate 

water and little or no frost. 

THIS TREE IS PROTECTED IN SA 

S A Tree Number: 
  

      606 

Special Features: 

Attracts birds 

Drought resistant 

Edible plant 

Medical plant 

Useful plant 

Feeds honeybees 

http://books.nap.edu/openbook.php?record_id=11879&page=253

